
Landscape and Tree Preservation Manual

Itôs Greener in Dublin!



Manual Contents

Planting specifications in this manual represent the accepted industry 
standards.  It is recommended that tree care professionals such as nursery 
technicians or arborists install and maintain plants within the landscape.  It 
should be noted that all plants  required under the Dublin Code must be 
properly installed and maintained per approved drawings and Dublin City Code.    

Important Phone Numbers:
Division of Planning (Zoning Inspector) 
Office (614)410-4600   Fax(614)410-4747

Division of Parks (Forester, Horticulturist)       
Office (614)410-4700 Fax(614)761-6512

Additional information, including City Code requirements, contact information, 
and important forms available at our website: www.dublinohiousa.gov
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The City of Dublin prides itself on its lush green appearance. We value of green 
spaces overall and our trees individually. In fact, Dublin has been a Tree City USA 
since 1994. 

The benefits of trees and other plants include the promotion of the aesthetic
appeal, character, and value of the community, as well as a reduction in noise
pollution, air pollution, visual pollution, air temperature and light glare. Plants bring
natural elements and wildlife habitats into the urban area, which increase the
quality of life for residents and patrons of our community. Plants are wonderful!

Purpose : This manual provides information on plant species that have performed
well in Dublin, Ohio. The results, from years of landscape inspections performed by
the municipality, were used to compile these lists. This manual also describes
acceptable installation and maintenance techniques. The purpose of this
publication is to promote survivability among landscape plants on non-residential
installations. Should there be any questions regarding the landscaping on a
property such as installation procedure, plant health, etc., please contact a Zoning
Inspector at 614-410-4600.
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Non-Residential Landscape 
Performance & Conformance

ÅMost plants in this manual have been selected based on good field performance in the
local environment. Several species were added to increase the diversity of landscape
plants within Dublin. Native species are emphasized for their adaptation to the local
climate, as well as disease-resistance. These lists, and the majority of the manual,
provide information for non-residential properties. Additional speciesnot included in this
manual can be used, subject to approval by City staff.

ÅProper performance and conformance of work will be verified by Dublin staff to these
standards and the approved landscape plans. City staff also performs periodic landscape
inspections on all non-residential properties to ensure required plants are thriving.
Unhealthy or missing plants, as assessedby City staff, need to be replaced during the
next planting season following an inspection.

ÅPlant quantities and location on the site must match the approved plans. Changesto the
landscaping at a property must first be submitted to the city for review. Pleasecontact
the Division of Planning at 614-410-4600 for submittal requirements.
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Acceptable Plants: Evergreens

Acceptable evergreen plants

Evergreen plants may be used from the following list when screening vehicular
use areas, mechanical units or service structures from adjacent properties or
rights-of-way. Alternative cultivars or species may be used, subject to approval by
staff. Evergreen shrubs must be a certain height at installation and must reach
the height requirement as described in the Landscape Code within four years.
Please consult Dublin Code Section 153.133 for more information. Trees and
shrubs must be properly spaced so that they form a complete, 100 percent
opaque, hedge within four years. Due to the varying growth rate and spread of
trees and shrubs, spacing may vary accordingly.

Poor hedge maintenance Proper hedge maintenance
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Proper vehicular use area screening



Scientific Name                                  Common Name 

Shrubs: 

ÅBuxus microphylla Little Leaf Boxwood                  

ÅBuxus sempervirens Common Boxwood                  

ÅChamaecyparisobtusa Falsecypress

ÅJuniperis chinensis (many cultivars)             Chinese Juniper        

ÅJuniperis scopulorum (many cultivars)          Rocky Mountain Juniper                 

ÅTaxus x media (many cultivars) Yew

ÅThuja occidentalis (many cultivars)              Arborvitae               

Trees:

ÅAbies concolor White Fir       

ÅPiceaabies Norway Spruce

ÅPiceaglauca White Spruce 

ÅPseudotsugamenziesii Douglas Fir

ÅThuja plicata x T. standishii Green Giant Arborvitae

ÅTsuga canadensis Canadian Hemlock

Evergreen varieties not listed here can be proposed for review.  City staff 
ultimately has final approval on the use of a species. Evergreen trees can not be 
used to provide screening for vehicular use areas in most cases because they 
block visibility for safe travel.  Evergreen trees do provide an adequate screen for 
service structures, however. If the lower branches of evergreen trees are 
removed, increasing visibility through the bottom of the plant, evergreen shrubs 
will need to be installed to reestablish the opacity requirements.  

7



Acceptable Plants: Deciduous Trees

ÅListing all acceptable cultivars of each species is difficult due to the continual
introduction of new and improved cultivars. Different species or cultivars on
submitted landscape plans to promote increased diversity within the site and
throughout the City are encouraged. All trees planted must have a normal, well-
shaped, and balanced canopy, free of dead or diseasedbranches.

ÅThe following list of deciduous trees is subdivided by size: Dublin City Code may
require a medium or large deciduous tree in some instances depending on the
location. Conversely, the presence of overhead utilities, for instance, may dictate the
use of a smaller tree.

ÅThe following trees are suggestions for plan submittal. Some trees may be
permitted to fulfill tree replacement inches, but not interior landscape requirements.
Additionally this list is subject to change.
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